
Hello Everyone! 
 
I have received some questions about the CCDHH budget and funding. I want to explain a few things for 
everyone.  The Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is different from the Oratorical 
contest in a few ways. 
 

1.  The CCDHH contest only has 1 level...DISTRICT (There are not enough kids with hearing loss to have club and 
zone contests in all areas)  
2.  The contestants are more difficult to find due to special education confidentiality laws. Because of this the CCDHH 
chair sends contest information directly to Teachers of the Deaf. Once a student shows interest in participating the chair finds 
an Optimist Club to sponsor him or her for the contest.  
3.  Optimist International requires a sign language interpreter be provided for the contest at no cost to contestants.  
4.  Optimist International requires judges who are not Optimist members and are familiar with hearing loss.   

In the past the district CCDHH contest was held at the 3rd quarter SWIS district conference. What has been 
discovered is that this becomes very costly! Now only the CCDHH winner is sent to the district 3rd quarter 
conference.  
 
As the CCDHH contest chair what I have found to be more cost effective is to have the contest in the town I 
live in for the following reasons.. lower hotel cost, lower meal cost, lower room rental cost, and more local 
connections to find judges. The lower costs leaves money in the budget to send the winner and his or her family 
to the SWIS district 3rd quarter conference.  
 
Here is the basic budget for the CCDHH Contest:  
 
Expenses: 

Lunch @$10 per person plus gratuity: $400.00 
Conference Room Rental: $95.00 
Interpreter @ $50 per hour(door to door)- $200.00 
Juice/Soda/Incidentals- $50.00 
Hotel Rooms @ $87.47 each X 6= $524.82cc 
Stamps and letters- $17.15 
Winner Plaque- $42.00 
District Winner to attend District Conference in May in Dells- $250.00 
 
Total: $1,578.97  

Revenue: 
Fundraising  $1,200.00 
SWIS District Budget-  $  355.00 
 
Total:    $1555.00  

Difference (- 23.97)  So as you can see there is no "extra" dollars and all expenses are needed.  
 
Thanks! Donna Cairy  
Donna A. Cairy 
Teacher of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing 
Special Education Teacher 
School District of Monroe 
(608) 328-7892 
donnaanncairy@monroe.k12.wi.us 


